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Dear MODL Member:   
 

The 33rd Annual Meeting of the Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers will be held May 31 – 
June 2, 2018, at the beautiful Big Cedar Lodge in Ridgedale, Missouri.   
 

This year’s theme of the meeting is “Defending Big Lawsuits at Big Cedar” as the keynote 
presentations will provide our membership with insights and strategies that will be instrumental to 
defending high profile cases receiving both local and national attention. 
 

We also invite all members to bring their families to Big Cedar, which is one of the nation's premier 
vacation destinations.  MODL, with the help of its sponsors, has arranged a Kids Program again this 
year which includes THE NEW FUN MOUNTAIN - a whole new world of adventure - this 50,000 
square-foot amusement complex features 16 lanes of bowling, state-of-the-art laser tag, rock 
climbing wall, arcade with 60+ games and electric go-karts, spin zone and flip zone bumper cars.   
 

Of course, the resort also offers swimming, miniature golf, boating, biking and hiking for everyone 
to enjoy.  For the adults, the MODL Golf Tournament will be held on Friday afternoon at Buffalo 
Ridge Golf Course, followed by the Cocktail Party and Awards Dinner.      
 

The Annual Meeting kicks off with the "President's Welcome Reception" Thursday evening at Arnie’s 
Barn which is situated at the Top of the Rock overlooking the famous “sinkhole” and the beautiful 
golf course.  Our program on Friday includes a presentation on diversity, with an emphasis on 
implicit biases and microaggressions by former Missouri Bar President Dana Tippin Cutler, who 
was recently named 2018 Woman of the Year by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.  Our Keynote Speakers, 
Kevin Taylor, Kyle Seedorf and Lauren Rhinehart (from the Denver firm of Taylor Anderson, LLP) are 
defense attorneys who were involved in the “Aurora Theatre Shooting Litigation”.  On Saturday, 
Randy will provide his “Legislative Update” that will be followed by a presentation from John 
Trimble on ethical pitfalls of handling a mass disaster.  This presentation will tie in nicely with the 
“Aurora Theatre” presentation.  John represented the Indiana State Fair after the Sugarland 
Concert stage collapse that killed seven individuals and injured another seventy.  Last but not least, 
Supreme Court Judge Mary Russell will serve as moderator for a blended panel of trial and 
appellate court judges from around the State.   
 

In addition to these dynamic presentations and great food and beverages, on Friday evening there 
will be live entertainment from ‘SIX”.  Six is Branson’s sensational sibling singing group that, 
believe it or not, performs without instruments.  This a cappella act infuses choreography and 
dysfunctional family comedy into a show as only brothers can do.  Kids are sure to enjoy this 
entertainment as well. 
 

Rooms are limited at Big Cedar and the room cut-off is APRIL 27, 2018.  Please make your room 
reservations ASAP as we anticipate Big Cedar being sold out (the room reservation form is located at 
the end of this brochure).  You can register for the meeting on-line at wwww.modllaw.com, or by 
emailing the registration form to info@modllaw.com or by mailing the form to the MODL Office 
(please see the meeting registration form).  We look forward to seeing you!  
 

Best Regards,  

Matt 

Matthew Noce, Annual Meeting Chair 

http://www.modllaw.com/
mailto:info@modllaw.com


 

AGENDA 
 

THURSDAY, MAY 31, 2018 

 
 

5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
PRESIDENT’S WELCOME RECEPTION……...Arnie’s Barn 

SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY  HHEEPPLLEERRBBRROOOOMM  

 

ARNIE’S BARN 
A Delicious Restaurant that is also a piece of 

Arnold Palmer’s History 
Named in honor of Arnold Palmer, Arnie’s Barn offers 
stunning views of the top of the Rock Golf Course.  The 
150-year-old barn was found near Palmer’s hometown of 
Latrobe, Pennsylvania.  Ozark craftsman Danny Schwartz 

and his family carefully disassembled the barn’s 46-foot timbers – some of which are over 250 years 
old – transported them to Top of the Rock and rebuilt the barn plank by plank. 

 
7:00 p.m.  DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
 

FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 2018 

 

7:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. FAMILY BUFFET BREAKFAST…………………..Grandview Ballroom C&D 
 

CLE AGENDA 
 

7:30 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. REGISTRATION/EXHIBITS……………………….Grandview Ballroom A&B  
 
8:00 a.m. – 8:10 a.m. WELCOME/OPENING……………………………….Grandview Ballroom A&B  

  KKUURRTT  HHEENNTTZZ,,  MMOODDLL  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT,,  HHEEPPLLEERRBBRROOOOMM,,  SSTT..  LLOOUUIISS,,  MMOO  
 
8:10 a.m. – 9:10 a.m. “HOW YOUR INCLUSIVITY EFFORTS CAN BE UNINTENTIONALLY 

DERAILED:  THE COST OF IMPLICIT BIAS & MICROAGRESSIONS” 
…………………………………………………………….Grandview Ballroom A&B 

 DDAANNAA  TTIIPPPPIINN  CCUUTTLLEERR,,  JJAAMMEESS  WW..  TTIIPPPPIINN  &&  AASSSSOOCCIIAATTEESS,,  KKAANNSSAASS  CCIITTYY,,  MMOO  
Bar associations and law firms spend significant human and financial 
capital attempting to recruit and retain diverse membership.  Are you 
reaching your goals?   If you are not, perhaps you are unintentionally 
undermining those efforts because of Implicit Biases and 
Microagressions.  Learn how to identify and mitigate both. 

 
9:10 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. BREAK/EXHIBITS…………………………………..Grandview Ballroom A&B 

SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY  TTUURRNNEERR,,  RREEIIDD,,  DDUUNNCCAANN,,  LLOOOOMMEERR  &&  PPAATTTTOONN,,  PP..CC..  
 
9:30 a.m. – 12:00 noon “KEYNOTE:  HANDLING THE BIG CASE:  THE AURORA THEATRE  

SHOOTING LITIGATION”………………………..…Grandview Ballroom A&B 

KKEEVVIINN  SS..  TTAAYYLLOORR,,  TTAAYYLLOORR//AANNDDEERRSSOONN  LLLLPP,,  DDEENNVVEERR,,  CCOO  

KKYYLLEE  PP..  SSEEEEDDOORRFF,,  TTAAYYLLOORR//AANNDDEERRSSOONN  LLLLPP,,  DDEENNVVEERR,,  CCOO  

LLAAUURREENN  RRHHIINNEEHHAARRTT,,  TTAAYYLLOORR//AANNDDEERRSSOONN  LLLLPP,,  DDEENNVVEERR,,  CCOO  
In the early morning hours of July 20, 2012, James Holmes committed a 
violent assault on a packed movie theatre auditorium in Aurora, 
Colorado, under the deranged belief that every life he took would add one 



“point” of value to his own life.  In the months before his attack, he 
secretly engaged in painstaking efforts to prepare, including covering 
himself from head to toe in military-grade ballistic protective gear, 
arming himself with multiple high-powered weapons, and preparing a 
diversionary explosion at his apartment.  The lawsuits that followed 
alleged the theatre was at fault for failing to provide security features to 
prevent the shooting.  Using the theatre shooting to illustrate the 
challenges and complexity of mass shooting defense, this presentation 
will address how to manage a crisis from the outset, as well as how to 
deal with the media, manage the defense team, address legal issues of 
foreseeability and causation, and handle jury selection and thematic 
messaging at trial. 

12:00 noon   FAMILY BUFFET LUNCH…………………………..Grandview Ballroom C&D 

((ggoollffeerrss  ppiicckk  uupp  bbooxx  lluunncchh  aatt  BBuuffffaalloo  RRiiddggee  GGoollff  CCoouurrssee))  

  

12:45 p.m.   

GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Buffalo Ridge Golf Course 
1001 Branson Creek Blvd., Hollister, MO 

RREEFFRREESSHHMMEENNTTSS  SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY  RRIINNGGLLEERR  --  DDEENNIISSEE  FFRREEYY  

1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
FAMILY/KIDS’ TIME 
The New Fun Mountain - Kids will have a voucher for  
their use at Fun Mountain 

 

MMOODDLL’’SS  CCEELLEEBBRRAATTIIOONN  
 
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. COCKTAIL PARTY……………………………………Grandview Ballroom BCD 

SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY  BBAATTYY,,  HHOOLLMM,,  NNUUMMRRIICCHH  &&  OOTTTTOO,,  PP..CC..  

 
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. KID’S PROGRAM……………………………….Hallway Grandview Ballrooms 

SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY  SSHHEELLTTEERR  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE  CCOOMMPPAANNIIEESS  
 
7:00 p.m.    AWARDS DINNER............................................Grandview Ballroom BCD 

      Service and Amicus Awards 

      Retiring Board Member Recognition 

 Karl Blanchard, Jr. Award of Excellence 

 Ben Ely, Jr. Award 

      President’s Award 
 
8:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. ENTERTAINMENT………………………….………..Grandview Ballroom C&D 
 six voices    zero instruments    all music ® 

“SIX” is Branson’s sensational sibling singing group that quite simply 
defines the art of performing music without instruments.  Sensational 
harmonizing polished professionalism, zany on-stage antics…it’s the most 
talented half dozen guys you’ll ever meet!  They’ll charm you right from the 
opening note. 
 
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 2, 2018 

 

 7:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. FAMILY BUFFET BREAKFAST…………………Grandview Ballroom C&D 



 

CLE AGENDA 
 

 8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.  “LEGISLATIVE UPDATE”……………….…………Grandview Ballroom A&B 
  RRAANNDDYY  JJ..  SSCCHHEERRRR,,  MMOODDLL  EEXXEECCUUTTIIVVEE  DDIIRREECCTTOORR,,    

    JJEEFFFFEERRSSOONN  CCIITTYY,,  MMOO  
 A review of legislation considered during the 2018 Legislative Session. 

 
8:30 a.m. – 10:10 a.m. “RECOGNIZING AND AVOIDING ETHICAL PITFALLS AFTER A MASS 

DISASTER”…………………………………………….Grandview Ballroom A&B 
  JJOOHHNN  CC..  TTRRIIMMBBLLEE,,  LLEEWWIISS  WWAAGGNNEERR,,  LLLLPP,,  IINNDDIIAANNAAPPOOLLIISS,,  IINN  

  In the shocking and numbing aftermath of a mass disaster fingers are 
pointing; lawsuits are being filed; criminal culpability is explored; 
evidence is being preserved; the media wants answers; and, careers are 
on the line.  An astounding number of ethical issues arise to confront 
counsel who has been retained to represent one or more target 
defendants.  John will identify a number of the more obvious ethical 

questions and will share his experience as to how they can be addressed 
and overcome.  

 
10:10 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  BREAK/EXHIBITS……………………………….…..Grandview Ballroom A&B 

SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY  SSMMIITTHH  LLEEWWIISS,,  LLLLPP  AANNDD  FFOORRDD,,  PPAARRSSHHAALLLL  &&  BBAAKKEERR,,  LLLLCC  

  
10:30 a.m. – 11:50 a.m. BLENDED JUDICIAL PANEL………………………Grandview Ballroom A&B 

MODERATOR: 

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  MMAARRYY  RRUUSSSSEELLLL,,  SSUUPPRREEMMEE  CCOOUURRTT  OOFF  MMIISSSSOOUURRII    

PANEL: 

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  DDUUAANNEE  BBEENNTTOONN,,    

UUSS  CCOOUURRTT  OOFF  AAPPPPEEAALLSS,,  88TTHH  CCIIRRCCUUIITT  

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  ZZEELL  MM..  FFIISSCCHHEERR,,  

CCHHIIEEFF  JJUUSSTTIICCEE,,  SSUUPPRREEMMEE  CCOOUURRTT  OOFF  MMIISSSSOOUURRII    

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  NNAANNCCYY  RRAAHHMMEEYYEERR,,    

CCHHIIEEFF  JJUUDDGGEE,,  MMIISSSSOOUURRII  CCOOUURRTT  OOFF  AAPPPPEEAALLSS,,  SSOOUUTTHHEERRNN  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  VVIICCTTOORR  CC..  HHOOWWAARRDD,,        

MMIISSSSOOUURRII  CCOOUURRTT  OOFF  AAPPPPEEAALLSS,,  WWEESSTTEERRNN  DDIISSTTRRIICCTT  

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  SSTTEEVVEENN  RR..  OOHHMMEERR,,    

      2222NNDD  JJUUDDIICCIIAALL  CCIIRRCCUUIITT,,  SSTT..  LLOOUUIISS,,  MMOO  

  

11:50 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. CLOSING REMARKS…………………………………Grandview Ballroom A&B 

KKUURRTT  HHEENNTTZZ,,  MMOODDLL  PPRREESSIIDDEENNTT,,  HHEEPPLLEERRBBRROOOOMM,,  SSTT..  LLOOUUIISS,,  MMOO  
 

12:00 p.m. – 12:15 p.m. MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 
 

8.4 hours Missouri CLE which includes 2.0 hours Ethics 
Kansas CLE applied for 

Thank you for attending the 33rd MODL Annual Meeting!  We hope to see you next year! 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – MAY 30-JUNE 1, 2019, Hilton Branson Convention Center, Branson, MO 



 

AABBOOUUTT  YYOOUURR  SSPPEEAAKKEERRSS  
 

DDAANNAA  TTIIPPPPIINN  CCUUTTLLEERR is a partner in her family's law firm, James W. 

Tippin & Associates.  She graduated from UMKC School of Law in 1989 and 
from Spelman College with a B.A. in 1986.  She is Immediate Past-President 
of The Missouri Bar (Sept 2016-Sept 2017) Dana is a member of the 
American Bar Association; Jackson County Bar Association; and the Kansas 
City Metropolitan Bar Association.  Dana serves on and is currently the 
treasurer of and a past-president of the Board of Curators for Lincoln 
University in Jefferson City, Missouri, a gubernatorial appointment.  Her 
community service includes serving on the Boards of Swope Parkway Health 

Center and Swope Community Enterprises.  Her practice is concentrated primarily in education law 
(charter and hybrid schools in Missouri) and defense litigation.  Dana was recently named 2018 
Woman of the Year by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.  She is the proud mother of three adult sons Keith, 
Jr., Dean and Austin Cutler and is the partner, in practice and in marriage, of Keith Cutler, Sr.   

 

 

KKEEVVIINN  SS..  TTAAYYLLOORR  has completed more than 125 jury trials and serves as 

national trial counsel and national monitoring counsel for several insurance 
carriers.  Kevin has served as lead counsel in several lawsuits involving mass 
shootings, and is frequently sought out for consultation in similar cases in 
light of his established expertise, and currently is involved in litigation 
involving a recent mass shooting in Las Vegas, Nevada.  Kevin also specializes 
in handling all manner of insurance defense matters, concentrating on 
premises liability, product liability, and construction cases that are likely to 
go to trial.   Nearly all of his cases involve catastrophic personal injury and/or 
death, oftentimes multiple deaths.  In addition, Kevin defends a docket of 
general commercial litigation and coverage matters.   

 
  

KKYYLLEE  PP..  SSEEEEDDOORRFF  defends clients in disputes arising from premises 

liability, product liability, personal injury, and property damage claims.  Kyle 
has developed an expertise in defending owners of premises that are the sites 
of mass shooting events.  He also specializes in insurance coverage analysis, 
and regularly represents parties in contract disputes and other forms of 
commercial litigation, as well as analyzing and drafting contractual 
agreements.  Paired with his background in tort defense, insurance coverage, 
and commercial litigation, Kyle's previous work as in-house counsel gives him 
a perspective from which he is able to advocate strongly for his clients while 

being uniquely mindful of his clients' interests and concerns. 

  
LLAAUURREENN  RRHHIINNEEHHAARRTT defends clients in complex commercial litigation in 

state and federal courts.  She regularly handles tort defense, contract 
disputes, construction defect litigation, and other civil matters.  Early in her 
legal career, Lauren also prosecuted criminal misdemeanor offenses under 
the Student Practice Act in the First Judicial District of Colorado, and 
participated in a number of jury trials and bench trials.  Lauren has been a 
vital contributor to the firm’s team that defends entities involved in mass 
shootings.   

 



 RRAANNDDYY  JJ..  SSCCHHEERRRR is President and founder of R. J. Scherr and Associates 

and a principal in the lobbying firm of Scherr, Winter LLC.  He holds both a 
Bachelor and a Master of Arts Degree in Political Science.  Mr. Scherr has been 
actively involved in the political and legislative process in Missouri on a full-time 
basis for 39 years and represents over 30 clients before the Missouri Legislature.  
Mr. Scherr is the Executive Director for the Missouri Organization of Defense 
Lawyers. 

 
 

JJOOHHNN  TTRRIIMMBBLLEE is a partner in the Indianapolis trial and business law firm of 

Lewis Wagner, LLP.  His practice is devoted to defense of catastrophic and 
complex tort, insurance, and business litigation and class actions in State and 
Federal courts. Through the years he has handled the defense of cases in more 
than 30 jurisdictions from coast to coast. He is a past president of the Defense 
Trial Counsel of Indiana and the Indianapolis Bar Association and a past Board 

member of DRI.  During his career John has handled multiple mass disasters. For 
five years from August of 2011 he defended the Indiana State Fair following the 
collapse of a stage roof during a Sugarland concert at the Fair in which 7 persons 
died and 70 were injured. 

 

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  MMAARRYY  RRUUSSSSEELLLL a seventh-generation Missourian was 

appointed to the Supreme Court of Missouri in 2004.  She was elected Chief 
Justice by her colleagues for a two-year term, which concluded in June of 2015.  
During her term as Chief Justice, she went undercover at courthouses, 
surveying people about how courts can do a better job.  In addition to her many 
activities, Judge Russell has volunteered as a Truancy Court Judge at Lewis and 
Clark Middle School in Jefferson City for over 10 years.  She is the 2016 
recipient of the Honorable Theodore McMillian Judicial Excellence award from 
the Missouri Bar.  She received her B.S. and B.A. Summa Cum Laude from 
Truman State University and received her J.D. from the University of Missouri-
Columbia School of Law. 

 

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  ZZEELL  MM..  FFIISSCCHHEERR was appointed to the Supreme Court 

of Missouri October 2008 and retained by the voters in the November 2010 
general election for a 12-year term expiring December 31, 2022.  Prior to 
becoming a Judge on the Supreme Court of Missouri, Judge Fischer was a trial 
judge and trial lawyer in Northwest Missouri where he was born and raised and 
still resides today.  He graduated from William Jewell College with majors in 
political science and philosophy, receiving the Harry S. Truman most 
outstanding Political Science Major, and was honored by William Jewell College 
with the Citation for Lifetime Achievement.  He received his law degree with 

distinction from the University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law.  Chief 
Justice Fischer is an ASTAR/NCSI Fellow, which is a select group of judges 
from around the country who have special training and education to preside 
over complex cases involving difficult science and technology issues.  Recently, Chief Justice 
Fischer has been elected to be a member of the Board of Directors of the National Courts and 
Science Institute, which is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to training judges in Science.  The 
NCSI Board of Directors selected him to be the President and chair of the Executive Committee.  
Chief Justice Fischer is a frequent lecturer to judges and lawyers regarding the intersection of 
science and the law as well as constitutional issues and professional ethics.  Chief Justice Fischer 
is also actively involved in presenting Constitutional Forums at high schools, colleges, and 
universities, where he impresses upon the students the prominent importance of protecting the 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution.  



 

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  DDUUAANNEE  BBEENNTTOONN became a judge on the United States 

Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit on July 8, 2004.  Judge Benton served on 
the Missouri Supreme Court from 1991 until 2004 (including as Chief Justice 
from 1997 to 1999).  Previously, he practiced law from 1983 to 1988, and served 
as Missouri's Director of Revenue from 1989 to 1991.  He is a graduate of 
Northwestern University, summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, and of Yale 
Law School, where he was managing editor of the Yale Law Journal.  From 1975 
to 1979 Judge Benton was a judge advocate in the U.S. Navy.  While in the Navy, 
he earned a master's in business administration and accountancy from Memphis 
State University, becoming a CPA in Missouri in 1983.  Judge Benton earned an 

LLM from the University of Virginia in 1995.  Judge Benton has served as an adjunct professor at 
Westminster College, and at the law schools of Missouri, Brooklyn, St. Louis, and Vanderbilt. 
 

 

  
  

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  NNAANNCCYY  RRAAHHMMEEYYEERR was appointed to the Missouri Court 

of Appeals in 2001.  She has served as chief judge and presiding judge for the 
Southern District. Prior to her appointment, Judge Rahmeyer served as a 
provisional municipal judge.  She is a member of The Missouri Bar, the 
Springfield Metropolitan Bar Association and the Joint Commission on Women 
in the Profession. She has served as chair for the Appellate Practice Committee, 
and served as commissioner for the Commission on Retirement, Removal and 
Discipline.  Judge Rahmeyer received the Judicial Excellence Award in 2010.  
She received the award for Best Appeals Judge in the “Missouri’s Best” readers’ 
poll conducted by Missouri Lawyers Weekly. She received the Women’s Justice 
Award in 2010. 
 

  
  

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  VVIICCTTOORR  CC..  HHOOWWAARRDD was appointed to the Missouri 

Court of Appeals on September 30, 1996. Judge Howard served as chief judge of 
the Western District from 2006-2008. Prior to being appointed to the Court of 
Appeals, Judge Howard was appointed as circuit judge in Clay County in 1993, 
was Clay County deputy county counselor from 1977-1991, and was in private 
practice from 1977-1993. Judge Howard earned his B.S. degree from Central 
Missouri State University in 1973 and his J.D. degree from the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City in 1976.  Judge Howard has served as chairman of the 
Youth Friends Advisory Board and on the board of Adult and Community 
Education Advisory Committee and the Domestic Violence Community Response 

Team. He has also served as a member of the Tri-County Mental Health Supportive Employment 
Task Force and Kansas City Consensus Leadership Task Force.  Judge Howard’s professional/legal 
affiliations include being a member of The Missouri Bar, American Judges Association, Clay County 
Bar Association, Kansas City Metropolitan Bar Association and the Platte County Bar Association. 
 

 
 

TTHHEE  HHOONNOORRAABBLLEE  SSTTEEPPHHEENN  RR..  OOHHMMEERR was appointed as a circuit judge 

for the 22nd Judicial Circuit in August 2000. He graduated from Florida State 
University and received his law degree from the Creighton University.  Judge 
Ohmer has served in the general trial division of the 22nd Circuit Court, 
handling the criminal docket. Previously, he was an assistant circuit attorney 
for several years. He is a member of The Missouri Bar, the Illinois State Bar 
Association, the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, Lawyers Association 
of St. Louis, Missouri Supreme Court Family Court Committee, and chair of the 
Missouri Supreme Court Circuit Court Budget Committee. 



 

MISSOURI ORGANIZATION OF DEFENSE LAWYERS 
Past Presidents

 

 

2016-2017 – Wm. Clayton Crawford 

2015-2016 – Scott E. Bellm 

2014-2015 – John J. Farmer 

2013-2014 – Steven F. Coronado 

2012-2013 – Robert J. Buckley 

2011-2012 – Jeffrey J. Brinker 

2010-2011 – Louis (Lou) J. Leonatti 

2009-2010 – Dale L. Beckerman 

2008-2009 – Martin J. Buckley 

2007-2008 – Karl W. Blanchard, Jr. 

2006-2007 – Jack T. Bangert 

2005-2006 – Dean L. Franklin 

2004-2005 – Susan Ford Robertson 

2003-2004 – Lisa Weixelman 

2002-2003 – Clark H. Cole 

2001-2002 – Duane E. Schreimann 

 

2000-2001 – Randa Rawlins 

1999-2000 – Gerard T. Noce 

1998-1999 – Jeffrey O. Parshall 

1997-1998 – Joseph J. Roper 

1996-1997 – John H. Quinn III 

1995-1996 – Wendell E. Koerner, Jr. 

1994-1995 – Stephen E. Scheve 

1993-1994 – Robert A. Wulff 

1992-1993 – Michael A. Dallmeyer 

1991-1992 – W. James Foland 

1990-1991 – John L. Oliver, Jr. 

1989-1990 – Lawrence B. Grebel 

1988-1989 – Robert A. Babcock 

1987-1988 – Raymond E. Whiteaker 

1986-1987 – Ben Ely, Jr. 

1984-1986 – Paul L. Wickens 

 

 

 

1st ANNUAL 

KARL BLANCHARD, JR. 

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE 

 

MODL is committed to developing the next generation of defense lawyers in Missouri.  The 
John L. Oliver, Jr. Trial Academy is the cornerstone of these efforts.  At this year’s Annual 
Meeting and at future Annual Meetings, MODL will honor the most outstanding student at 

the Trial Academy with the 1st Annual Karl Blanchard, Jr. Award for Excellence.   The 
award recognizes the standard set by one of MODL’s finest trial lawyers, Karl Blanchard, 

Jr.  Karl has served MODL as President of the organization in 2007-2008 and has been the 
Chairman of its trial academy for 15 years.  As a lawyer with Blanchard, Robertson, 
Mitchell & Carter, p.c., Karl has tried more than 100 jury trials and has been a Fellow in 

the American College of Trial Lawyers since 1993.  Please join us in thanking Karl and 

honoring this year’s award winner. 



 

MISSOURI ORGANIZATION OF DEFENSE LAWYERS 
33RD ANNUAL MEETING 
May 31 – June 2, 2018 

Big Cedar Lodge      Ridgedale, Missouri 
 
 

Registration Form 
 

      MODL Member/Client (Individual)     $575.00       _________ 
      MODL Member/Client (Spouse/Guest and Family)   $625.00       _________ 

  (Includes Member, Spouse/Guest and Member’s Children  
  under the age of 18)  
Additional Guest Package (Meals and all Social Functions)  $200.00       _________ 
  (Married Children and Children over the age of 18 must sign  
  up as an additional guest package) 
MODL 1st Time Attendees Discount     $480.00       _________ 
  (Includes Member, Spouse/Guest and Member’s Children  
  under the age of 18)  

 

I ___ and my spouse/guest ___ will play golf Friday/$130.00 per person           _________ 
 

If you wish to pay by credit card you can pay on-line at www.modllaw.com or  
email to info@modllaw.com or fax to (573) 636-9749 (a 3% service charge will apply).   

 

 Please check one:   VISA  or   MASTERCARD 
 

Charge Card No.:  _______________________________________ 
Name of Card Holder:  _______________________________________ 
Expiration Date:   _______________________________________ 

 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:      _________ 
 

 

 

______________________________________ ________________________________ 
YOUR NAME                SPOUSE/GUEST NAME 
____________________________________________________________ 
CHILD NAME(S) & AGE(S)  
 
____________________________________________________________ 
CHILD NAME(S) & AGE(S)  
 
____________________________________________________________ 
FIRM/COMPANY NAME 
____________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS 
____________________________________________________________ 
CITY     STATE   ZIP CODE 
____________________________________________________________ 

PHONE    E-MAIL 
 

RETURN THIS REGISTRATION FORM AND YOUR CHECK TO: 

MODL  ▪  P.O. BOX 1072  ▪  JEFFERSON CITY, MO 65102 
 

Please make your hotel reservations directly with BIG CEDAR LODGE 
(see form on last 2 pages of this brochure).   Group Number #61C3V1.    

RESERVATION DUE DATE:  MONDAY, APRIL 27, 2018.   

Sorry, No 
Refunds 

After Noon, 
May 18, 
2018.   

Refunds will 
be made if 

MODL office 
is notified 

prior to that 

time.        
573-636-

6100 

http://www.modllaw.com/
mailto:info@modllaw.com


Welcome to FUN MOUNTAIN 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 10:00 p.m. 

 

From an underwater 
themed round of 
bowling to a little 
friendly competition at 
the laser tag arena.  
Big Cedar’s Fun 
Mountain offers 
countless activities for 
you and your family to 
enjoy.  For the child 
and the child at heart, 
the Flip Zone and Spin 

Zone bumper cars will fill your afternoon with laughter and memories to last a lifetime.  For 
year-round fun for all ages, this new world-class amenity is the Big Cedar Adventure you’ve 
been waiting for. 

KIDS WILL BE PRESENTED A GAME CARD CREDIT AT REGISTRATION 

KID’S BIG FUN 
Friday, June 1, 2018 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00p.m. 
    

  

 

 

   

 

FRISBEE PAINTING BOOTH 

PIG RACES 

MINI GOLF 

COLOR WHEEL  

And much more…… 

CARNIVAL GAME BOOTH, 

CRAZY DRIVER, VIRTUAL 

REALITY STATION, PHOTO 

BOOTH 



 

BIG CEDAR LODGE WELCOMES: MISSOURI ORGANIZATION OF DEFENSE LAWYERS 

Group #: 61C3VI 

Group Arrival Date: Thursday, May 31, 2018 

Group Departure: Date: Saturday, June 2, 2018 

Reservation Due Date: Friday, April 27, 2018 
 

Accommodations Requested:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Second Choice Accommodation: ___________________________________________________________ 

If we encounter any problems with your reservation, we will contact you by telephone. 
 

Accommodations will be occupied by: (Please Print) 

NAME                                                                                         Arrival Date: ___________________________ 

TITLE/POSITION                                                                    Departure Date: __________________________ 

COMPANY ______________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS                                                                                         Adults: _____Children:  _______________ 

CITY                             STATE           ZIP CODE                  TELEPHONE_____________________________ 

EMAIL: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please send a check or money order, or indicate your credit card, date of expiration and amount to be charged 

below.  Your credit card will be charged 20 days prior to your arrival date for half of your total reservation.  

Credit cards accepted are MasterCard, Visa, American Express and Discover. 
 

NAME OF CARDHOLDER__________________________________________________________________ 

ACCOUNT NUMBER______________________________________________________________________ 

CREDIT CARD TYPE__________________________________ EXP DATE__________________________ 

CVV______________ 
 

Following the cutoff date indicated, all rooms for which individual reservations have not been received could 

revert back to the Resort for general sale.  Additional rooms can be reserved subject to space and rate 

availability.  Reservations will not be accepted over the phone until the cutoff date. 
 

CHECK-IN TIME IS 3:00 PM         CHECK-OUT TIME IS 11:00 AM 
 

DEPOSIT POLICY -All reservations must be secured with your credit card to hold as a guarantee for your 

entire stay.  Your credit card will be charged 20 days prior to your arrival date for half of your total reservation 

or the full amount if only one night.   Room nights cancelled due to late arrival or early departure will be paid 

for by occupant unless the room is resold. 

CANCELLATION POLICY - Changes in your reservation must be made 21-days prior to your arrival 

date.  Cancellations within the 21-day period will forfeit the full amount of the reservation. Late arrival, no-

show, or early departure will be charged for the amount of your original reservation.  
 

RETURN THIS FORM by FAX, MAIL or E-MAIL to RECEIVE YOUR CONFIRMATION: 

612 Devil’s Pool Rd., Ridgedale, MO  65739 

ATTN:  Kim Johnson 

EMAIL:   kkjohnson@big-cedar.com          Fax: 417-339-5069        Phone: 417-339-5233 

mailto:kkjohnson@big-cedar.com


You will be mailed a confirmation of your reservation within a week after we receive your form. 

Your reservation will be made based on availability at the time your reservation is received: 
Missouri Organization of Defense Lawyers   Group #61C3VI 

Arrival:  Thursday, May 31, 2018 -- Departure:  Saturday, June 2, 2018 
 

***RATES DO NOT INCLUDE $20 PER NIGHT / PER ROOM RESORT FEE*** 
 

Valley View Double Queen Room (BVVDD)   $136      $199        

A comfortable room with two queen beds, full bath and sitting area.  All rooms have outside entrances.   
 

Valley View King Kitchenette Standard (BVVSK)   $136      $199       

A unique room with a king bed, kitchenette, jetted tub / shower combo, semi private balcony and outside 

entrance.   
 

Valley View King Standard (BVVKS)     $136      $199   

A comfortable room with one king size bed, full bath, sitting area with twin sleeping sofa, and outside entrance.   
 

Spring View Standard Room (BSVSS)     $136      $199        

Located next to our Devil's Pool Restaurant this cozy lodge room has one queen size bed and bath with shower 

only.   
 

Spring View Lodge One Bedroom Superior (BSV1B)    $220      $338                     

One private bedroom with a queen size bed, an open area with a king bed, queen sleeper sofa, bath with shower 

only.  
 

Spring View Lodge Deluxe Suite (BSVSU)    $282      $395                 

A unique suite featuring a king size beds, jetted tub / shower combo, gas burning fireplace, and a private 

balcony.   
   

Falls Lodge Double Queen Room (BFLDQ)    $220      $338                           

With a luxurious yet rustic cabin feel in a glorious lodge, these rooms have two queen beds with pillow 

mattresses topped off with a plush feather bed and down duvet for the ultimate sleep experience.  Other features 

include a Jacuzzi tub and separate shower, breakfast table sitting area, cedar closet with safe and semi-private 

balcony overlooking the Big Cedar valley.   
 

Falls Lodge Deluxe King Room (BFLDK)     $282      $395                       

Located on the top floor of Falls Lodge, these deluxe rooms have a cabin feel featuring one king bed adorned 

with pillow top mattresses topped off with a luxurious feather bed and down duvet for the ultimate sleep 

experience.  Other features include a remote-controlled gas fireplace with hand-carved wooden mantle, Jacuzzi 

tub, separate shower, sitting area, cedar closet with safe and a balcony overlooking the Big Cedar valley. 
 

Knotty Pine Cottage (BKPCC)      $199      $270             

Cozy one room cottage with a king bed, wood floors and bath with jetted tub / shower combo.  
                                                 

Knotty Pine Cottage w/Fireplace (BKPCF)   $209      $282     

Charming one room cottage features a king bed, wood floors, a wood burning stone fireplace and bath with 

jetted tub / shower combo.   
                                

One Room Private Log Cabin (BPCHM)    $288      $413    

These authentic and elegant one room open sleeping cabins have a king size bed with a pillow mattress topped 

off with a plush feather bed and down duvet for the ultimate sleep experience, wood burning stone fireplace, 

jetted tub with separate shower, kitchenette (no oven), full size sleeper sofa and private deck with a gas grill.   
                                                         

Private Two Bedroom Log Cabin (BPC2C)   $402      $756  

A luxurious and spacious cabin with two private bedrooms.  Each bedroom has a king bed with pillow 

mattresses topped off with a plush feather bed and down duvet for the ultimate sleep experience.  Both 

bedrooms have a private bathroom - one with jetted tub / shower combo and the other one with shower only.  

Comfortable living area with a queen size sleeper sofa, a wood burning stone fireplace, full kitchen, and private 

deck with a gas grill.   
 

   All rooms are NON-SMOKING and include coffee maker, TV, Wi-Fi, hair dryer, makeup mirror, iron and ironing board. 


